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Do:

•consider studying a broad range of subjects;

•consider studying subjects that you genuinely enjoy;

•consider studying subjects that you know you have done well in;

•if you already have a clear idea about your next steps after leaving school

take this in to consideration too;

•ask lots of questions.

Don’t:

•pick subjects just because your friends are picking them;

•pick subject because of the teacher;

•pick a subject because you think it will be easy.
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SUBJECTS



NORTH DURHAM ACADEMY

GCSE ENGLISH LITERATURE &
LANGUAGE

CONTACT
Mrs C Ferguson

c.ferguson2@ndacademy.co.uk
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COURSE OUTLINE

By the end of  Key Stage 4 ,  you wi l l  have s tud ied :

A Chr i s tmas Caro l  by  Char les  Dickens

‘Power and Conf l i c t ’  poetry  c luster

Unseen Poetry

Language Paper 1 :  a  range of  f i c t ion texts  exp lor ing  the wr i ter ’ s  craf t

Language Paper 2 :  a  range of  20th& 21st  Century  Non-f ic t ion texts

Shakespeare ’ s  Macbeth

An Inspector  Ca l l s  by  J .B  Pr iest ley

Transact iona l  and V iewpoint  Wri t ing

Descr ipt ive  and Narrat ive  Wri t ing

L ike any other  GCSE,  a  good pass  in  th i s  sub ject  wi l l  a l low you to s tudy most  courses  in  Higher Educat ion .  However ,  i f

you are part icu lar ly  interested in  Eng l i sh  at  a  h igher  leve l  than GCSE in  the future ,  th i s  sub ject  i s  a  MUST for  you .  I f

you do not  wish to fo l low an academic  path af ter  complet ing  your GCSEs ,  Eng l i sh  can s t i l l  be extremely  usefu l  as  a

funct iona l  sk i l l .  Good wr i t ten and spoken Standard Eng l i sh  i s  a  requ irement  from a l l  employers ;  a  good Eng l i sh  GCSE

wi l l  in form an educat iona l  ins t i tut ion or  employer  that  you are a  su i tab le  and des irab le  cand idate .  

Eng l i sh  can be part icu lar ly  usefu l  in  the fo l lowing f ie lds  of  work :

•Pol ice

•Nurs ing

•Chi ldcare

•Soc ia l  Work

•Journa l i sm

•Civ i l  Serv ice

•Sports  Coach ing

•Educat ion 

•Law 

WHAT IS IT ALL ABOUT?
Eng l i sh  in  Key Stage 4 compr ises  of  a  mixture Eng l i sh  L i terature

and Eng l i sh  Language ,  a t  the end of  the course ,  s tudents  wi l l

ach ieve two separate GCSE grades .  The course g ives  s tudents  an

opportun i ty  to demonstrate  and bu i ld  upon the knowledge ga ined

in  Key Stage 3 .  They wi l l  be requ ired to ana lyse poetry ,  prose and

demonstrate  the ir  wr i t ing  ab i l i ty ,  match ing  sub ject ,  aud ience ,

purpose and form.  

It provides students with the opportunity to develop many skills which are essential not only for Higher Education but for all types of

employment. English is an exciting subject which provides many opportunities for students to develop functional skills in reading,

writing, speaking and listening.



NORTH DURHAM ACADEMY

EXAMINATION
Students  complete four  exams at  the end of  the course in  Year  11 ,  two for  Eng l i sh  Language and two for  Eng l i sh

L i terature .

English Language –Paper 1:  Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing (50% of GCSE)

Section A–Reading :  quest ions  on an unseen modern f i c t ion extract .

Section B–Writ ing :  a  cho ice of  two wr i t ing  tasks .  The tasks  are l inked by a  theme to the read ing  extract .

English Language –Paper 2:  Writer’s Viewpoints and Perspectives in Non-Fiction (50% of GCSE)

Section A–Reading :  quest ions  on two themat ica l l y  l inked ,  unseen non-f ic t ion extracts

Section B–Writ ing  to Convey a  V iewpoint .  The task  i s  l inked by a  theme to the read ing  extracts .

English Literature –Paper 1:  Shakespeare & the 19th Century novel (40% of GCSE)

Section A–Shakespeare :  EXTRACT g iven wi th  ONE quest ion exp lor ing  how Shakespeare has  presented a

character ,  theme or idea in  the extract  and e l sewhere in  the p lay

.Section B–19th Century  nove l :  EXTRACT g iven wi th  ONE quest ion exp lor ing  how Dickens  has  presented a

character ,  theme or idea in  the extract  and e l sewhere in  the nove l .

English Literature –Paper 2:  Modern Drama and Poetry (60% of GCSE)

Section A–students  wi l l  answer one essay  quest ion from a choice of  two on the ir  s tud ied modern drama text ,  An

Inspector  Ca l l s .

 Section B–Part  1 :  ONE quest ion compar ing  a  named poem from the AQA Anthology Power and Conf l i c t  Cluster

to another poem from that  co l lect ion .  The named poem wi l l  be shown in  the quest ion paper .  Part  2 :  TWO

quest ions  on Unseen Poetry .  F i rs t  quest ion ana lys ing  an unseen contemporary  poem.  Second Quest ion compar ing

two unseen contemporary  poems .  

Spoken Language Endorsement:  s tudents  must  undertake a  prepared spoken presentat ion on a  spec i f i c  top ic .

Th is  wi l l  be assessed as  a  Pass ,  Mer i t  or  Dis t inct ion .
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HELPFUL RESOURCES
English Grammar for Dummies -Ward and Woods

•www.yorknotes.com

•www.sparknotes.co.uk

•www.bbcbitesize.co.uk
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COURSE OUTLINE

GCSE MATHEMATICS

There are 6 s trands  wi th in  Maths  that  are covered over  the GCSE course :

Number1.

Percentages

Fract ions

Ca lcu lat ing  and est imat ing  

Factors ,  mul t ip les  and pr imes

Algebra2.

Express ions ,  equat ions  and ident i t ies  

Represent ing  and so lv ing  inequa l i t ies  

Propert ies  of  quadrat ics  

Coord inate geometry  

Sequences   

Ratio,  proportion and rates of change 3.

Compound measures  

Convert ing  un i t s  

Graph ica l  representat ions

Rat io  problems

Geometry and measures 4.

Sca les  and construct ions  

Transformat ions

Ang les  

Area ,  per imeter  and vo lume

Pythagoras  and tr igonometry   

Probabil ity 5.

Venn d iagrams 

Probabi l i ty  sca les  

Probabi l i ty  trees  

Sample space d iagrams 

Statistics6.

Represent ing  data  

Interpret ing  data

With in  these s trands  s tudents  wi l l  deve lop the ir  f luency ,  reason ing  and problem so lv ing  sk i l l s  to  ref lect  the three

di f ferent  assessment  ob ject ives  wi th in  the Maths  GCSE examinat ions .   

 

CONTACT
Mrs A Khan

a.khan@ndacademy.co.uk
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WHAT IS IT ALL ABOUT?
Maths  i s  for  everyone .  I t  i s  d iverse ,  engag ing  and essent ia l  in

equ ipp ing  s tudents  wi th  the r ight  sk i l l s  to  reach the ir  future

dest inat ion ,  whatever  that  may be .  I t  i s  essent ia l  to  everyday l i fe ,

cr i t i ca l  to  sc ience ,  technology and eng ineer ing ,  and necessary  for

f inanc ia l  l i teracy  and most  forms of  employment .  I t  equ ips

students  wi th  the neccessary  numeracy and problem so lv ing  sk i l l s

to  cont inue onto further  educat ion or  employment .   
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EXAMINATION
GCSE Mathematics has a Foundation tier (grades 1 – 5) and a Higher tier (grades 4 – 9). Students must take three question papers

at the same tier. All question papers must be taken in the same series.
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GCSE COMBINED SCIENCE

CONTACT
Mr D Dalton

D.Dalton@ndacademy.co.uk
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COURSE OUTLINE

Biology

•Cel l  b io logy

•Organ isat ion

•Infect ion and response 

•B ioenerget ics  

•Homeostas i s  and response 

• Inher i tance ,  var ia t ion and evo lut ion 

•Ecology 

Chemistry

•Atomic  s tructure and the per iod ic  tab le

•Bonding ,  s tructure ,  and the propert ies  of

matter

•Quant i ta t ive  chemistry  

•Chemica l  changes  

•Energy  changes  

•The rate  and extent  of  chemica l  change

•Organ ic  chemistry

•Chemica l  ana lys i s  

•Chemistry  of  the atmosphere 

•Us ing  resources  

Physics

•Energy

•Electr ic i ty

•Part ic le  model  of  matter

•Atomic  Structure

•Forces

•Waves

•Magnet i sm and e lectromagnet i sm

WHY STUDY?
Students  wi l l  s tudy Sc ience for  f ive  hours  a  week .  Th is

opt ion meets  the needs  of  learners  who wish to deve lop

the ir  sc ient i f i c  understand ing  of  the three trad i t iona l

sc ience d i sc ip l ines .  The course focuses  on sc ient i f i c

knowledge a l lowing for  progress ion to sc ience courses  at

post  16 .
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PROGRESSION

ASSESSMENT
Examinat ion for  th i s  qua l i f i cat ion wi l l  take p lace at  the end of  Year  11 .  Students  wi l l  s i t  s ix

papers ;  two B io logy ,  two Chemistry  and two Phys ics .  Each paper i s  worth 70 marks  and wi l l  l a s t

one hour 15 minutes .  There wi l l  be a  var iety  of  quest ion types  on each paper rang ing  from

mult ip le  cho ice to open response .  The overa l l  score from a l l  s ix  papers  i s  used to award two

GCSE grades  in  Sc ience .

Students  can s tudy Sc iences  at  A leve l  prov id ing  that  they have obta ined the entry  requ irements

for  these courses .  

There are many careers  that  requ ire  sc ience : -

Agr icu l ture ,  Aeronaut ica l  Eng ineer ,  Mar ine Sc ience ,  Medic ine ,  Astronomy,  B iochemistry ,  B io logy ,

Microbio logy ,  Molecu lar  B io logy ,  B iomedica l  Sc iences ,  P lant  Sc ience ,  Nanotechnology ,

Neurosc ience ,  Bus iness  Deve lopment ,  Care Work ,  Nurs ing ,  Nursery  Nurse ,  Nutr i t ion ,  Cancer

Research ,  Chi ld  Care ,  Patho logy ,  Paed iatr ic ian ,  Chemistry ,  Computer  Sc ience ,  Pharmacology ,

Phys ics ,  Diagnost ics ,  Drug Deve lopment ,  Phys iotherap is t ,  P i lot ,  Pub l ic  Hea l th ,  Doctor ,  Eco logy ,

Eng ineer ing ,  P lumber ,  Sound Eng ineer ,  Teacher ,  Env ironmenta l  Sc ience ,  E lectr ic ian ,  Techn ic ian ,

Toxico logy ,  Veter inary  Medic ine ,  B io logy ,  Forens ics ,  Medic ine ,  Genet ics ,  Hea l thcare and

Immunology .  
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GCSE SPANISH

CONTACT
Ms S Castro

s.castro@ndacademy.co.uk
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COURSE OUTLINE

The course covers  three d i s t inct  themes .  Students  are expected to understand and prov ide informat ion

and op in ions  about  these themes re la t ing  to the ir  own exper iences  and those of  other  people ,  inc lud ing

people  in  countr ies /communit ies  where Span ish  i s  spoken .

Theme 1: Identity and culture  covers  the fo l lowing four  top ics  wi th  re la ted sub-top ics  shown as

bu l let  po ints :

Topic 1:  Me, my family and friends 

•Relat ionsh ips  wi th  fami ly  and fr iends

•Marr iage/partnersh ip

Topic 2:  Technology in everyday l i fe

•Soc ia l  media

•Mobi le  technology

Topic 3:  Free-time activit ies

•Mus ic

•Cinema and TV

•Food and eat ing  out

•Sport

Topic 4:  Customs and festivals in Spanish-speaking countries/communities

Theme 2: Local,  national,  international and global areas of interest  covers  the fo l lowing four

top ics  wi th  re la ted sub-top ics  shown as  bu l let  po ints :

Topic 1:  Home, town, neighbourhood and region

WHY STUDY SPANISH?
Study ing  a  l anguage wi l l  add an internat iona l  d imens ion to

your GCSE sub jects .  You wi l l  create greater  opportun i t ies

for  yourse l f  to  work abroad ,  or  for  companies  in  the UK

with internat iona l  l inks .  Many employers  look for  people

who speak a  fore ign language .  You wi l l  learn about  the

countr ies  where the language i s  spoken and have an

opportun i ty  to v i s i t .  You wi l l  learn many sk i l l s  which are

usefu l  in  a  wide range of  future careers ,  such as  the ab i l i ty

to communicate  c lear ly ,  be ing  conf ident  about  speak ing  in

publ ic  and us ing  problem-so lv ing  s trateg ies .



Do you have an interest in other countries and cultures?

Are you able to understand and reply to spoken Spanish?

Are you able to talk in Spanish showing knowledge and ability to
use the correct grammar?

Are you able to understand and reply to written Spanish?
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ASSESSMENT
The course i s  assessed by f ina l  examinat ion at  the end of  Year  11 .  

Uni t  1  L i s ten ing  25%

Unit  2  Speak ing  25% 

Uni t  3  Read ing  25% 

Uni t  4  Wri t ing  25% 

Topic 2:  Social  issues

•Char i ty /vo luntary  work

•Hea l thy/unhea l thy  l i v ing

Topic 3:  Global issues

•The env ironment

•Poverty/homelessness

Topic 4:  Travel and tourism

Theme 3: Current and future study and employment  covers  the fo l lowing four  top ics :

•My s tud ies

•L i fe  at  school /co l lege

•Educat ion post-16

•Jobs ,  career  choices  and ambit ions

SKILLS CHECKLIST:
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COURSE OUTLINE

GCSE HISTORY

Paper 1

Br i t i sh  Themat ic  Study wi th  His tor ic  Env ironment :  Paper has  a  source and knowledge focus .  Students  are

expected to be ab le  to ana lyse  sources  for  ut i l i ty ,  as  wel l  as  have exce l lent  knowledge reca l l  to  wr i te  to

descr ibe ,  ana lyse  and eva luate the importance of  deve lopments  in  medic ine .

• Ideas  about  the cause of  d i sease and i l lness .

•Approaches  to prevent ion and treatment .

•Case Stud ies  in  Medic ine .

•The Br i t i sh  sector  of  the Western Front :  in jur ies ,  t reatment  and the trenches .

Paper 2 

Per iod s tudy :  Superpower re la t ions  and the Cold War ,  1941–91.  Paper i s  complete ly  knowledge based

and has  a  focus  on assess ing  the consequences  of  events ,  wr i t ing  a  narrat ive  and sequenc ing/  l ink ing

events ,  as  wel l  as  eva luat ing  the s ign i f i cance of  events  for  the future of  the Cold War .

•The Or ig ins  of  the Cold War ,  1941-58 .

•Cold War Cr i ses :  1958-7 .

•The End of  the Cold War ,  1970-91 .

Br i t i sh  depth s tudy :  Ear ly  E l i zabethan Eng land ,  1558–88.  Paper i s  complete ly  knowledge based and has  a

focus  on knowledge reca l l ,  ana lys i s  and wr i t ing  to eva luate .

•Queen,  government  and re l i g ion .

•Cha l lenges  to E l i zabeth at  home and abroad (p lots ,  revo l t s  and re la t ions  wi th  Spa in) .  

•E l i zabethan soc iety  in  the Age of  Exp lorat ion

Paper 3

Modern Depth Study :  Weimar and Naz i  Germany ,  1918–39.  Paper has  a  focus  on knowledge reca l l ,

ana lys i s  and the eva luat ion of  both source mater ia l  and His tor ica l  in terpretat ions .  

•The Weimar Republ ic  1918–29.

•Hit ler ’ s  r i se  to power ,  1919–33.

•Naz i  contro l  and d ic tatorsh ip ,  1933–39.

•L i fe  in  Naz i  Germany ,  1933–39

WHY STUDY HISTORY?
History  he lps  you d i scover  how the wor ld  you l i ve  in  today

has  evo lved and to understand how th ings  have come to be

as  they are .  I t  prov ides  you wi th  context  to understand the

wor ld  around you and the soc iety  you l i ve  in .  His tory  he lps

you to deve lop the sk i l l s  to  look beyond the head l ines ,  to

ask  quest ions  proper ly  and to express  your own opin ions .

His tory  lets  you learn how and why people  behaved as  they

d id .  

CONTACT
Mrs J Unwin

J.Unwin@ndacademy.co.uk
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ASSESSMENT

The course i s  assessed by three examinat ions  at  the end of  Year  11 .  

•Paper 1 i s  1hour 15 minutes  long and worth 52 marks ,  th i s  i s  30% of  your f ina l  grade .

•Paper 2 i s  1  hour 45 minutes  long and worth 64 marks ,  th i s  i s  40% of  your grade .

•Paper 3 i s  1  hour 20 minutes  long and worth 52 marks ,  th i s  i s  30% of  your grade .
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COURSE OUTLINE

GCSE DESIGN AND
TECHNOLOGY

Topics  covered wi th in  th i s  course are : -

1 .  Core Pr inc ip les

2 .  Spec ia l i s t  Pr inc ip les  in  a  spec i f i c  area of  Des ign Technology

3 .  Des ign ing  and mak ing  pr inc ip les

4 .  Mater ia l s  propert ies

5 .  Techn iques  and methods of  manufacture

WHY STUDY DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY?
The Des ign and Technology course wi l l  prepare s tudents  to

part ic ipate  conf ident ly  and success fu l l y  in  an increas ing ly

technolog ica l  wor ld .  Students  wi l l  ga in  awareness  and learn from

wider inf luences  in  Des ign and Technology inc lud ing ;  h i s tor ica l ,

soc ia l ,  cu l tura l ,  env ironmenta l  and economic  factors .  Students  wi l l

have the opportun i ty  to work creat ive ly  when des ign ing  and mak ing

and app ly ing  techn ica l  and pract ica l  expert i se .

CONTACT
Mr M Turnbull

m.turnbull@ndacademy.co.uk

ASSESSMENT

Unit % of final grade
Type of

Assessment
Title of unit and

additional informtion

NEA 50% Course work
A substantial design and

make task

Exam 50% Written Paper
2 hour written exam

paper
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In  order to make ef fect ive  des ign choices  s tudents  wi l l  need a  breadth of  techn ica l  knowledge and

understand ing  that  cons i s t s  of ;

·  New and emerg ing  technolog ies

·  Energy  s torage and generat ion

·  Modern and smart  mater ia l s

·  Systems approach to des ign ing

·  Mechan ica l  dev ices

·  Mater ia l s  and the ir  work ing  propert ies

WHAT SKILLS WILL I DEVELOP?

WHAT CAREERS CAN THIS LEAD TO?

Product  des igner ,  Inter ior  des igner ,  CAD techn ic ian ,  furn i ture des igner ,  mater ia l s  eng ineer ,  product ion

des igner ,  model  maker ,  craf t / tradesperson .
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COURSE OUTLINE

GCSE GEOGRAPHY

Students  wi l l  s tudy the fo l lowing :

Unit 1:  Living with the physical  environment 

The challenge of natural  hazards  

S tudents  wi l l  understand the ro le  natura l  hazards  p lay  in  shap ing  our wor ld  and the impact  they have on

people ,  the env ironment  and the economy.  They wi l l  s tudy hazards  assoc ia ted wi th  p la te  tecton ics ,  such

as  vo lcanoes  and c l imat ic  hazards  such as  hurr icanes .  They wi l l  d i scuss  how our weather  i s  chang ing  and

the impact  of  c l imate change on vary ing  locat ions .

The l iving world

Students  wi l l  s tudy ecosystems through the invest igat ion of  trop ica l  ra inforests  and hot  deserts .  The wi l l

be ab le  to descr ibe character i s t i cs  of  d i f ferent  ecosystems and d i scuss  problems that  ex i s t .  S tudents  wi l l

have an apprec iat ion of  how human act iv i ty  impacts  ecosystems through the use of  case s tud ies .

Physical  landscapes in the UK

Students  wi l l  invest igate  the phys ica l  geography of  the UK.  They wi l l  invest igate  both coasts  and r ivers

a long wi th  the ir  assoc ia ted landforms .  Students  wi l l  a l so  cons ider  how d i f ferent  phys ica l  env ironments

are managed .  

Unit 2:  Challenges in the human environment 

Urban issues and challenges 

Students  invest igate  populat ion change in  d i f ferent  parts  of  the wor ld  and the assoc ia ted impacts .  They

wi l l  look at  urban isat ion and wi l l  s tudy c i t ies  in  countr ies  of  contrast ing  economic  deve lopment .  Students

wi l l  examine urban change in  the UK and wi l l  s tudy aspects  of  urban regenerat ion .

WHY STUDY GEOGRAPHY?
Geography GCSE at  North Durham Academy i s  an

interest ing  wor ldwide invest igat ion .  Dur ing  th i s  course

you wi l l  learn about  our  p lanet  and i t s  people ,  look ing  at

our rap id ly-chang ing  wor ld  and how humans are impact ing

on our p lanet .  So many of  the wor ld ' s  current  i s sues ,  a t  a

g loba l  sca le  and loca l l y  are down to geography ,  s tudy ing

th i s  course wi l l  he lp  you understand them.

CONTACT
Mrs S Dawson

s.dawson@ncdat.org.uk

Geography equ ips  you wi th  a  broad range of  persona l  learn ing  and th ink ing  sk i l l s  such as  teamwork ,

independent  enquiry  and creat ive  th ink ing  –a l l  h igh ly  va lued by employers .  Careers  people  have been

employed in  through s tudy ing  Geography inc lude :  Town P lann ing ,  Estate  Agent ,  Trave l  Agent ,  Expedi t ion

Leader ,  A ir  Cabin  Crew,  Lawyer ,  Conservat ion Manager ,  Armed Forces ,  Teacher ,  Human Rights  Off icer ,

Surveyor ,  Weather Forecaster ,  Landscape Arch i tect ,  Hazard Pred ict ion ,  Trave l  Wri ter ,  Po l lut ion Ana lys t ,

A id  Worker ,  Market ing ,  F lood Protect ion Manager . . .



SKILLS CHECKLIST

Do you have an interest in Geography?

Are you happy working with maps, graphs, tables, photos and texts to get information?

Do you enjoy practical fieldwork to collect information and research projects?

Are you able to describe, explain and evaluate things clearly in writing?
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ASSESSMENT
Paper 1 :  L iv ing  wi th  the phys ica l  env ironment :  one hour 30 minute exam worth 35% of  f ina l  grade .  Paper

2 :  Cha l lenges  in  the human env ironment :  one hour 30 minute exam worth 35% of  f ina l  grade .

Paper 3 :  Geograph ica l  app l i cat ions :  one hour 15 minutes  exam worth 30% of  f ina l  grade .  

Th is  i s  a  l inear  course mean ing  a l l  exams are sat  a t  the end of  Year  11 .

The changing economic world 

Students  wi l l  s tudy economic  deve lopment  and change .  They wi l l  be ab le  to c lass i fy  locat ions  based on a

range of  deve lopment  ind icators  and wi l l  d i scuss  i s sues  re la t ing  to them.  They wi l l  understand the ro le  of

companies  in  a id ing  or  h inder ing  deve lopment  and s trateg ies  used to reduce the deve lopment  gap .

The challenge of resource management  -Students  wi l l  d i scuss  the cha l lenges  around manag ing  food

and water  and how the demand for  resources  i s  chang ing .  They wi l l  s tudy i s sues  assoc ia ted wi th  food and

water  on a  nat iona l  and internat iona l  leve l  and wi l l  deve lop an understand ing  of  susta inab le  management

strateg ies .

Unit 3:  Geographical  applications 

Students  complete two f ie ldwork enquir ies ,  a  phys ica l  enquiry  and a  human enquiry .  They invest igate  the

River  Browney to see i f  what  they have learnt  in  c lass  comes true in  rea l  l i fe .  They a l so s tudy

suburban isat ion in  the v i l l age of  Lanchester .
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COURSE OUTLINE

GCSE COMPUTER SCIENCE

Unit 01:  Computer systems

This  component  wi l l  in troduce learners  to the Centra l  Process ing  Uni t  (CPU) ,  computer  memory and

storage ,  wired and wire less  networks ,  network topolog ies ,  sys tem secur i ty  and system software .  I t  i s

expected that  learners  wi l l  become fami l i ar  wi th  the impact  of  Computer  Sc ience in  a  g loba l  context

through the s tudy of  the eth ica l ,  lega l ,  cu l tura l  and env ironmenta l  concerns  assoc ia ted wi th  Computer

Sc ience .  Th is  un i t  i s  more theory based ,  i t  wi l l  he lp  you to learn about  the d i f ferent  components  wi th in

the computer  a longs ide how the computers  are networked to transmit  data .  You wi l l  a l so  th ink about

threats  and i s sues  which cou ld ar i se  to a  computer  network .  

Unit 02:  Computational thinking, algorithms and programming 

This  component  incorporates  and bu i lds  on the knowledge and understand ing  ga ined in  Component  01 ,

encourag ing  learners  to app ly  th i s  knowledge and understand ing  us ing  computat iona l  th ink ing .  Learners

wi l l  be introduced to a lgor i thms and programming ,  learn ing  about  programming techn iques ,  how to

produce robust  programs ,  computat iona l  log ic ,  t rans la tors  and fac i l i t ies  of  comput ing  languages  and data

representat ion .  Learners  wi l l  become fami l i ar  wi th  comput ing  re la ted mathemat ics .  There wi l l  be

opportun i ty  for  the s tudents  to demonstrate  the ir  pract ica l  ab i l i ty .  S tudents  wi l l  create su i tab le

a lgor i thms ,  which wi l l  prov ide a  so lut ion to the problems ident i f ied in  the task .  They wi l l  then code the ir

so lut ions  in  a  su i tab le  programming language .  The so lut ions  must  be tested at  each s tage to ensure they

so lve the s tated problem.  

Th is  un i t  i s  a  lot  more hands  on .  Whi l s t  th ink ing  about  a  scenar io  log ica l l y ,  you wi l l  be asked to so lve

problems ,  some of  which are qu i te  numeracy based ,  so i f  maths  i sn ’ t  your s trong po int ,  th i s  course may

not  be for  you .  

You wi l l  look at  sort ing  and search ing  and f igure out  how to add and subtract  us ing  a  new number system

ca l led b inary .  As  wel l  as  th i s ,  you wi l l  program in  Python and learn to wr i te  Pseudocode for  a  contro l led

assessment  p iece .  Th is  wi l l  he lp  you app ly  your pract ica l  sk i l l s  to  the quest ions  presented to you in  the

exam.

WHY STUDY COMPUTING?
The World has  a l ready “gone d ig i ta l ”  and the populat ion i s

be ing  sp l i t  a long the l ines  of  those who can and those who

cannot  code .  In  the not- too-d i s tant  future ,  the major i ty  of

wel l -pa id  jobs  wi l l  be computer-re la ted .  In  th i s  course ,you

wi l l  deve lop your understand ing  of  the fundamenta l

hardware of  a  computer  system,  common types  of

software and s imple  log ic .  You wi l l  a l so  acqu ire  the sk i l l s

to  wr i te  s imple  computer  programs and look at  the

deve lopment  of  computer  technology and the ef fects  i t

has  had on soc iety .

CONTACT
Mrs J Taylor

J.Taylor@ndacademy.co.uk
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ASSESSMENT
Unit  01 80 marks  one hour and 30 minutes  Wri t ten paper 50% of  tota l  qua l i f i cat ion 

Uni t  02 80 marks  one hour and 30 minutes  Wri t ten paper 50% of  tota l  qua l i f i cat ion

Do you have an avid interest in computers and how they work?

Do you enjoy learning new software (learning programming is similar to
learning a new language)?

Are you able to complete ICT tasks quickly and confidently without support?

Are you creative and willing to try new ideas? 

Are you able to investigate new software or applications independently?

Are you able to work independently and take responsibility for meeting
deadlines?

Are you confident in mathematics? 

SKILLS CHECKLIST

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

Software developers–They create software programs that allow users to perform specific tasks on various  

devices,  such  as  computers  or  mobile  devices.  They  are  responsible  for  the  entire development, testing, and

maintenance of software. Software developers could earn on average up to £40,000 per year. 

Computer  network  architects– They  will  design,  implement  and  maintain  networking and  data

communication systems, including local area networks, wide area networks, extranets, and intranets. They plan out

the network type, how it will be laid out and how it will transmit data bases on the needs of organisations for data

sharing and communications. Computer network architects could earn on average up to £60,000 per year with

experience.

IT  Project  managers -Project  managers  in  the IT  sector  coordinate  the  efforts  of  a  team  of

programmers  and  analysts to  complete  projects. They  also analyse  technical  problems  for  their company  or  a  

client  organization,  proposing  solutions  and  tips  to  enhance  productivity. IT  Project managers could earn on

average up to £35,000 per year. 
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COURSE OUTLINE

GCSE FINE ART

Year 10

The coursework component  beg ins  dur ing  year  10 and i s  des igned to bu i ld  conf idence and knowledge ,

and g ive s tudents  the opportun i ty  to f ind the ir  own creat ive  s trengths .  Through gu ided learn ing ,  the 2

pro jects  in  year  10 exp lore a  range of  mater ia l s ,  techn iques  and processes  from methods of  drawing ,  to

pa int ing ,  mixed media  and pr int ing .  Pro ject  1  see ’ s  the s tudents  invest igate  Japanese art i s t s  as  they

deve lop work ,  and ga in  conf idence and sk i l l s  be ing  ab le  to ana lyse  and recreate Or ienta l  Art . .

The second pro ject  wi th in  the Component  a l lows the s tudents  to cont inue to deve lop the ir  sk i l l  base and

encourages  ind iv idua l  s ty les  to f lour i sh .  They are gu ided through techn iques  and processes  based in  the

theme of  ‘Natura l  Form’  independent ly  deve lop ing  the ir  sk i l l s  whi le  broadening  the ir  port fo l io  work .

Year 11

During  Year  11 ,  s tudents  exp lore the theme of  ident i ty  and portra i ture ,  cont inu ing  to ref ine the ir

drawing and pa int ing  techn iques  exp lor ing  the work of  19th and 20th Century  art i s t s  in  the process .  Th is

pro ject  broadens  s tudent ’ s  sk i l l  based and he lps  to create a  r ich  and var ied body of  work for  the ir

component  1  Port fo l io  assessment .

WHAT IS IT ALL ABOUT?

GCSE F ine Art  prov ides  an opportun i ty  for  s tudents  to

explore ,  engage and be insp ired by the wor ld  of  Art .  I t

a l lows s tudents  to invest igate  and exp lore d i f ferent  forms

of  Art ,  natura l l y  bu i ld ing  the ir  conf idence year  on year .

There are 2 components  to the course ;  The coursework

uni t  (60%) and the Exam un i t  (40%) .  Both fo l low a  s imi lar

pro ject  s tructure and end in  a  f ina l  outcome.  

CONTACT
Mr S Pearson

S.Pearson@ndacademy.co.uk

Students  deve lop knowledge ,  sk i l l s  and conf idence us ing  a  var iety  of  media ,  mater ia l s ,  techn iques  and

processes ,  exp lored through pro ject  work on g iven themes .  A l l  work ,  in  both components  are assessed

and used to determine the f ina l  grade for  s tudents .

Drawing and pa int ing  a long wi th  the ab i l i ty  and a  wi l l ingness  to exp lore i s  v i ta l  to  a  s tudent ’ s  success  when

tak ing  GCSE F ine Art .  Wri t ten communicat ion i s  a l so a  requ irement  of  the course ,  throughout  the 2

years ,  and therefore needs  to be taken in  to account  when cons ider ing  th i s  opt ion .

GCSE Art  prov ides  s tudents  wi th  a  s trong foundat ion for  further  progress ion to Art  and Des ign re la ted

courses  such as  A- leve l  Art  and Des ign and enhanced vocat iona l  and career  pathways .

EXAMINATION

In February Year 11, their component 2 Exam Unit begins. Students select 1 of the 7 starting points set by the exam
board. They have until May to complete the project they have chosen. This is concluded by a ten-hour exam in which
students produce a final outcome in response to their starting point.

The year is self-guided and independent and students must manage their own time in ensuring all elements of the
criteria are met. Students are encouraged to use the intervention sessions ran afterschool to build upon lesson work,
catch up if work is missed and get extra support when needed.
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HELPFUL RESOURCES
· Pinterest

· Student Art Guide

· GCSE Bitesize Art and design

· ArtsHub

· AOI

· Youtube

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

Uk Creative industries generate more

than £100billion a year to the UK

economy and employ more than 2

million people. There is a huge range

of industries that the skills learnt on

Fine Art feed into and prepare you for. 

Graphic Design

3D Product Design

Photography

Fashion Design

Digital/Multi-Media

Artist

Any other career! Art can be great

preparation for any career that

requires fine motor skills, presentation

skills, an eye for aesthetics and creative

thinking.
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COURSE OUTLINE

During  Year  10 ,  s tudents  beg in  the ir  f i r s t  pro ject  in  the component  one Coursework un i t .  The year  i s

des igned to ga in  an understand ing  on how a pro ject  deve lops .  I t  bu i lds  conf idence and knowledge ,  and

g ives  s tudents  opportun i t ies  to f ind the ir  own creat ive  s trengths .  Through gu ided learn ing ,  pro ject  1

explore how to :

gather  and document  exper iences  of  a  school  organ ized v i s i t ,  or  work wi th  a  v i s i t ing  photographer

use sources  by  learn ing  how to ef fect ive ly  access ,  retr ieve and subsequent ly  record informat ion

re levant  to the pro ject  theme

make c lear ,  exp l i c i t  connect ions  between the ir  se lected sources  and the deve lopment  of  ideas  in  the ir

pract ica l  work

use the resu l t s  of  the ir  ana lys i s  of  connect ions  between sources  and the deve lopment  of  the ir  ideas

explore and ref ine the ir  ideas  through tr ia l s  and exper imentat ion in  any appropr iate  photograph ic

media

record the ir  ideas ,  ins ights  and observat ions  about  others ’  and the ir  own work wi th  re levant  wr i t ten

annotat ion and purposefu l  drawing act iv i ty .

Year  11 i s  sp l i t .  S tudents  have up unt i l  Chr i s tmas  to complete a l l  of  component  one ,  the remainder of  the

year  i s  spent  on the externa l l y  set  exam un i t ;  component  2 .

WHAT IS IT ALL ABOUT?
GCSE Photography i s  a  new course s tart ing  September

2023.  I t  fo l lows a  s imi lar  s tructure and course content  to

GCSE Art  courses .  The course i s  sp l i t  in to 2 Components ,

coursework and exam.  In  both components ,  s tudents  are

required to work in  one or  more area(s)  of  photography ,

such as  those l i s ted be low:

Portra i ture

locat ion photography

exper imenta l  imagery

insta l l a t ion

documentary  photography

photo- journa l i sm

moving image/an imat ion

fash ion photography

Students will be taught how to relate to historical, contemporary, social, cultural and issues-based contexts and

external considerations such as cultural industry and client-oriented requirements. They will develop ideas, themes

and feelings through a range of creative responses guided by subject content and teacher expertise. They will

explore a range of Photography techniques within the first project.
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EXAMINATION

In  February  Year  11 ,  the ir  component  2  Exam Uni t  beg ins .  Students  se lect  1  of  the 7 s tart ing  po ints  set

by the exam board .  They have unt i l  May to complete the pro ject  they have chosen .  Th is  i s  conc luded by a

ten hour exam in  which s tudents  produce a  f ina l  outcome in  response to the ir  s tart ing  po int .

The year  i s  se l f -gu ided and independent  and s tudents  must  manage the ir  own t ime in  ensur ing  a l l

e lements  of  the cr i ter ia  are met .  Students  are encouraged to use the intervent ion sess ions  ran

af terschool  to  bu i ld  upon lesson work ,  catch up i f  work i s  missed and get  extra  support  when needed.

HELPFUL RESOURCES

Pinterest

GCSE B i tes ize  Photography

Br i t i sh  Journa l  of  Photography

Fstoppers

Student  Art  Guide

Youtube

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
Uk Creat ive  industr ies  generate more than £100bi l l ion a  year  to the UK economy and employ more than

2 mi l l ion people .  P lease see be low the careers  l inked wi th  the sk i l l s  learnt  on th i s  course :

·  Advert i s ing  Photographer

·  Fash ion Photographer

·  Photo Journa l i s t

·  Food Photographer

·  Portra i t  Photographer

·  Underwater  Photographer

·  Wedding Photographer

·  Stock Photo se l ler

·  Director  of  Photography

·  Animator

NORTH DURHAM ACADEMY PAGE 22
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COURSE OUTLINE

VOCATIONAL MUSIC

Unit 1 –Performing

In  th i s  un i t  learners  wi l l  ga in  a  ho l i s t i c  knowledge and understand ing  of  the sk i l l s  and techn iques

needed to reproduce an ex i s t ing  p iece of  profess iona l /pub l i shed work .  Learners ’  work wi l l  be based

around an ass ignment  br ief  which wi l l  inc lude a  scenar io  and severa l  tasks  set  by  the exam board .

There wi l l  be both pract ica l  and wr i t ten e lements  to th i s  un i t .  The top ics  covered in  th i s  un i t  are : -

1 .1  Research and rehearsa l

1 .2  Performance

1 .3  Rev iew and ref lect .

Unit 2 –Creating 

In  th i s  un i t ,  learners  wi l l  ga in ,  deve lop and demonstrate  knowledge and understand ing  of  the sk i l l s  and

techn iques  needed to create and ref ine or ig ina l  work in  the performing arts .  Th is  un i t  wi l l  focus  on

deve lop ing  sk i l l s  and knowledge around mus ica l  compos i t ion .  Learners ’  work wi l l  be based around an

ass ignment  br ief  which wi l l  inc lude a  scenar io  and severa l  tasks  set  by  the exam board .  There wi l l  be

both pract ica l  and wr i t ten e lements  to th i s  un i t .  The top ics  covered in  th i s  un i t  are :

2 .1  Exp lore and deve lop

2 .2  Apply ing  knowledge and sk i l l s  to  create or ig ina l  work

2 .3  Rev iew,  ref lect  and ref ine .

Unit 3 –Performing Arts in Practice 

This  un i t  introduces  learners  to areas  of  the performing arts  that  need to be cons idered when

responding to an industry  commiss ion .  Learners  wi l l  need to draw on the ir  knowledge of  the sk i l l s  and

techn iques  needed to reproduce an ex i s t ing  p iece of  profess iona l  work from un i t  1  a longs ide the ir

knowledge and understand ing  of  the sk i l l s  and techn iques  needed to create and ref ine or ig ina l  work

from un i t  2 .  Learners ’  work wi l l  be based around an ass ignment  br ief  which wi l l  inc lude a  scenar io  and

severa l  tasks  set  by  the exam board .  There wi l l  be both pract ica l  and wr i t ten e lements  to th i s  un i t .

The top ics  covered in  th i s  un i t  are :

3 .1  P lann ing  performance work

3 .2  Promot ing  and p i tch ing

3 .3  Eva luat ion and ref lect ing

WHY STUDY MUSIC?
By choos ing  to s tudy Mus ic  you wi l l  ga in  the conf idence and sk i l l s  to  be a

better  performer ,  f ind a  vo ice and the sk i l l s  to  wr i te  your own mus ic

and open your ears  to new sty les  of  mus ic .  You wi l l  leave the course

with  techn ica l  sk i l l s  as  a  mus ic ian wi th  compos i t iona l  sk i l l s  as  a

songwr i ter  and wi th  the sk i l l s  of  cr i t i ca l  l i s ten ing  and ana lys i s .  You wi l l

be ca l led upon as  one of  the top mus ic ians in  the school  to  perform in

var ious  s tudent  showcases  throughout  the year .  The ab i l i ty  to  read mus ic

or  p lay  an instrument  at  the s tart  of  the course i s  benef ic ia l  but  not

necessary  as  you wi l l  learn these sk i l l s  as  the course progresses .  

CONTACT
Mrs L Dreyer

l.dreyer@ncdat.org.uk
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ASSESSMENT

Unit 1 –Performing (Internal Assessment) – Marked out of 60 – 30% of overal l

quali f ication.

Assessment  for  th i s  un i t  i s  both pract ica l  and coursework based .  Learners  are requ ired to perform

exis t ing  work which cou ld be :

One p iece or  a  port fo l io  of  p ieces1 .

  2 .Performed ind iv idua l l y  or  in  groups of  up to 10

Ind iv idua l s  need to perform for  between 3 and 6 minutes .  With in  a  pa ir /group performance th i s

ind iv idua l  t iming remains .  However ,  ind iv idua l s  can perform at  the same t ime (e .g .  a  duet  wi th  both

ind iv idua l s  s ing ing  at  the same t ime cou ld be 3 minutes  long) .  Learners  must  submit  a  record/port fo l io  of

work and record ings  that  out l ine progress  at  three s tages :

1 .Beg inn ing  of  the process

2 .Dur ing  the process

3 .The f ina l  performance

Unit 2 –Creating (Internal Assessment) –Marked out of 60 – 30% of overal l  qual i f ication.

Learners  wi l l  be requ ired to perform/present  or ig ina l  work .  Th is  cou ld  be :

1 .One p iece or  a  port fo l io  of  p ieces

2 .Performed ind iv idua l l y  or  in  groups of  up to 10

Candidates  wi l l  submit  a  record/port fo l io  of  work and record ings  that  out l ine progress  at  three s tages :

1 .Beg inn ing  of  the process

2 .Deve lopment  of  product /performance

3 .Performance/presentat ion

Unit 3 –Performing Arts in Practice (External Assessment) –Marked out of 80 – 40% of

overal l  quali f ication

Ind iv idua l s  wi l l  undertake a  ser ies  of  set  tasks  that  are to be app l ied to a  prescr ibed context  set  by  the

exam board .  Ind iv idua l s  can ut i l i se  others  as  part  of  the ir  pract ica l  examples

CAREER PROGRESSION

Study ing  a  leve l  2  mus ic  qua l i f i cat ion prepares  you for  further  mus ica l  s tudy beyond secondary  educat ion

and prov ides  a  so l id  foundat ion for  s tudy ing  mus ic  a t  A Leve l ,  Leve l  3  BTECs and even other

qua l i f i cat ions  in  Performing Arts .  A l ternat ive ly ,  you may wish to go into a  job where i t  i s  usefu l  to  have

had exper ience of  mus ic  or  where you wi l l  need to use some of  the sk i l l s  deve loped dur ing  th i s  course .

These might  inc lude careers  in  the mus ic  industry  such as  produc ing ,  sound eng ineer ing ,  pub l i sh ing ,

enterta inment ,  journa l i sm,  media ,  advert i s ing ,  events  management ,  teach ing ,  community  mus ic  or  any job

which invo lves  communicat ion and express ive  sk i l l s .
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COURSE OUTLINE

VOCATIONAL HEALTH AND SOCIAL
CARE

Component One :  Human L i fespan Deve lopment  -  Learners  wi l l  invest igate  how,  in  rea l  s i tuat ions ,

human deve lopment  i s  a f fected by d i f ferent  factors  and that  people  dea l  d i f ferent ly  wi th  l i fe  events .

Component Two:  Hea l th  and Soc ia l  Care Serv ices  and Va lues  -  Learners  s tudy and exp lore pract ica l l y ,

hea l th  and soc ia l  care serv ices  and how they meet  the needs  of  rea l  serv ice  users .  They a l so deve lop

sk i l l s  in  app ly ing  care va lues .

Component Three:  Hea l th  and Wel lbe ing  -  Learners  wi l l  s tudy the factors  that  a f fect  hea l th  and

wel lbe ing ,  learn ing  about  phys io log ica l  and l i fes ty le  ind icators ,  and how to des ign a  hea l th  and wel lbe ing

improvement  p lan .

WHY STUDY HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE?

Vocat iona l  Hea l th  and Soc ia l  Care i s  for  learners  who wish

to acqu ire  knowledge ,  understand ing  and techn ica l  sk i l l s

through vocat iona l  contexts .  The qua l i f i cat ion recogn ises

the va lue of  learn ing  sk i l l s ,  knowledge and vocat iona l

at tr ibutes  to complement  GCSEs .  The qua l i f i cat ion wi l l

broaden the learner ’ s  exper ience and understand ing  of

the var ied progress ion opt ions  ava i l ab le  to them.

CONTACT
Mrs R Graham

R.Graham@ndacademy.co.uk

The Award gives learners the opportunity to develop sector-specific knowledge and skills in a practical learning

environment. The main focus is on three areas, which cover:

· skills and processes, such as interpreting data to assess an individual’s health, and designing a plan to improve their

health and wellbeing;

· attitudes, namely the care values that are vitally important in the sector, and the opportunity to practise applying

them; and

· knowledge that underpins the effective use of skills, processes and attitudes, including human growth and

development, health and social care services, and factors affecting people’s health and wellbeing.

This qualification builds on and uses the knowledge and skills you are learning in your GCSEs, such as English. It will

complement the more theoretical aspects covered by GCSE Biology by allowing you to apply your knowledge and

skills practically in a vocational context.
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Component Three :  Externa l  assessment  through a  wr i t ten exam paper -  The externa l  assessment  takes

the form of  a  set  paper taken under superv i sed condi t ions  that  i s  then marked and a  grade awarded by

Pearson .  Learners  are permit ted to re-s i t  the externa l  assessment  once dur ing  the ir  programme by tak ing

a  new assessment .  The externa l  assessment  contr ibutes  40 per  cent  of  the tota l  qua l i f i cat ion Guided

Learn ing  hours .

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

Paramedic

Nurse

Dent i s t

Teacher

Educat iona l  Psycholog i s t

Soc ia l  Worker

Substance misuse worker

Sports  Therap is t

ASSESSMENT
Component One & Two:  

In terna l l y  assessed coursework tasks /pro jects  -  Interna l  assessment  i s  through ass ignments  that  are

sub ject  to externa l  s tandards  ver i f i cat ion .  For  set t ing  ass ignments ,  we prov ide author i sed ass ignment

br iefs  and gu idance in  each component .

Pearson ,  the award ing  body beh ind these sub jects  have made the dec i s ion to move to an assessment  ru le ,

whereby s tudents  have on ly  one opportun i ty  to submit  an ass ignment .  At  the d i scret ion of  the Lead IV

for  the sub ject  area ,  and the BTEC Qual i ty  Nominee for  the Academy,  s tudents  may be g iven one further

‘resubmiss ion ’  of  the ir  ass ignment  to improve the ir  grade i f  they have met  the or ig ina l  dead l ine ,  can

complete the tasks  independent ly  and can h i t  the next  ava i l ab le  grade .

Students  who fa i l  to  hand in  the ir  ass ignment  by  the in i t i a l  dead l ine ,  are at  r i sk  of  dropping  to a  lower

grade than the ir  target  or  of  fa i l ing  the ent i re  course ,  as  they are not  ent i t led to a  resubmiss ion ,  due to

miss ing  the f i r s t  dead l ine g iven ,  a  requ irement  for  a  resubmiss ion .
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COURSE OUTLINE

VOCATIONAL ENTERPRISE

Component One:  Exp lor ing  Enterpr i ses  -  Learners  wi l l  examine d i f ferent  enterpr i ses  to deve lop the ir

knowledge and understand ing  of  the character i s t i cs  of  enterpr i ses  and the sk i l l s  needed by

entrepreneurs .

Component Two :  P i tch ing  and Present ing  an Enterpr i se  -  Learners  wi l l  se lect  an enterpr i se  idea to p lan

and p i tch for .  They wi l l  work as  a  smal l  group to run a  micro-enterpr i se  act iv i ty ,  and wi l l  deve lop the ir

sk i l l s  in  operat ing  and rev iewing the success  of  the enterpr i se .

Students  must  be good at  extended wr i t ing  to be ab le  to complete these components .

Component Three :  Promot ion and F inance for  Enterpr i se  -  Learners  wi l l  exp lore the d i f ferent

promot iona l  methods used by enterpr i ses  and the factors  that  in f luence how enterpr i ses  ident i fy  and

target  the ir  market .  They wi l l  exp lore f inanc ia l  documents  and how to use them to moni tor  and improve

the performance of  an enterpr i se  in  order to make dec i s ions  and recommend strateg ies  for  the success

of  an enterpr i se .  Students  must  have some mathemat ica l  sk i l l  to  be ab le  to access  th i s  component .

WHY STUDY VOCATIONAL ENTERPRISE?

Vocat iona l  Enterpr i se  i s  for  learners  who wish to acqu ire

sk i l l s  through vocat iona l  contexts  by  s tudy ing  the

knowledge ,  behav iours  and sk i l l s  re la ted to research ing ,

set t ing  up ,  runn ing  and rev iewing an enterpr i se .  The

qua l i f i cat ion enab les  learners  to deve lop the ir  techn ica l

sk i l l s  such as  market  research sk i l l s ,  p lann ing ,  promot iona l

and f inanc ia l  sk i l l s  us ing  rea l i s t i c  

CONTACT
Mrs R Graham

R.Graham@ndacademy.co.uk

work scenarios, and personal skills, (such as monitoring their own performance, time management and problem

solving) through a practical and skills based approach to learning and assessment.

The award gives learners the opportunity to develop sector-specific knowledge and skills in a practical learning

environment. The main focus is on the knowledge, understanding and skills required to research, setup, run, review

and monitor an enterprise which includes:

• development of key skills that prove learners’ aptitude in planning and carrying out an enterprise activity including

market research, planning, carrying out financial transactions, communication and problem solving;

• knowledge that underpins the effective use of skills, such as the features and characteristics of enterprises and

entrepreneurs and the internal and external factors that can affect the performance of an enterprise; and

• attitudes and ways of working that are considered most important for enterprise, including communicating and

interacting with customers, monitoring and reflecting on performance of enterprise and own use of skills



Essential - Good numeracy skills/good at
mathematics

Desirable - Good IT skills

Desirable - Interest in
Enterprise/Entrepreneurialism

Essential - Good written skills
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ASSESSMENT
Component One & Two :  In terna l l y  assessed coursework tasks /pro jects  -  Interna l  assessment  i s

through ass ignments  that  are sub ject  to externa l  s tandards  ver i f i cat ion .  For  set t ing  ass ignments ,  we

prov ide author i sed ass ignment  br iefs  and gu idance in  each component .

Component Three:  Externa l  assessment  -  The externa l  assessment  takes  the form of  a  set  task  taken

under superv i sed condi t ions  that  i s  then marked and a  grade awarded by Pearson .  Learners  wi l l

complete a  task  worth 60 marks  under superv i sed condi t ions .  The superv i sed assessment  per iod i s  a

maximum of  two hours  and must  be arranged in  the per iod t imetab led by Pearson .  Learners  are

permit ted to re-s i t  the externa l  assessment  once dur ing  the ir  programme by tak ing  a  new assessment .

Pearson ,  the award ing  body beh ind these sub jects  have made the dec i s ion to move to an assessment

ru le ,  whereby s tudents  have on ly  1  opportun i ty  to submit  an ass ignment .  At  the d i scret ion of  the Lead

IV for  the sub ject  area ,  and the BTEC Qual i ty  Nominee for  the Academy,  s tudents  may be g iven one

further  ‘ resubmiss ion ’  of  the ir  ass ignment  to improve the ir  grade i f  they have met  the or ig ina l  dead l ine ,

can complete the tasks  independent ly  and can h i t  the next  ava i l ab le  grade .

Students  who fa i l  to  hand in  the ir  ass ignment  by  the in i t i a l  dead l ine ,  are at  r i sk  of  dropping  to a  lower

grade than the ir  target  or  of  fa i l ing  the ent i re  course ,  as  they are not  ent i t led to a  resubmiss ion ,  due to

miss ing  the f i r s t  dead l ine g iven ,  a  requ irement  for  a  resubmiss ion .

SKILLS CHECKLIST
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COURSE OUTLINE

TECH AWARD IN DIGITAL
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

The award g ives  learners  the opportun i ty  to deve lop sector-spec i f i c  knowledge and sk i l l s  in  a  pract ica l

learn ing  env ironment .  The focus  i s  on four  areas  of  equa l  importance ,  which cover  the :

•  Deve lopment  of  key sk i l l s  that  prove your apt i tude in  d ig i ta l  in format ion technology ,  such as  pro ject

p lann ing ,  des ign ing  and creat ing  user  interfaces ,  creat ing  dashboards  to present  and interpret  data .  We

wi l l  look at  commonly  used interfaces  such as  Spot i fy ,  Netf l ix ,  McDona ld ’ s  and popular  games for  ideas

and insp irat ion .

•  Process  that  underp ins  ef fect ive  ways  of  work ing  in  d ig i ta l  in format ion technology ,  such as  pro ject

p lann ing ,  the i terat ive  des ign process ,  cyber  secur i ty ,  v i r tua l  teams ,  lega l  and eth ica l  codes  of  conduct .

We wi l l  look into past  cyber-at tacks  which af fected the NHS and companies  l i ke  Nissan .

•  Att i tudes  that  are cons idered most  important  in  d ig i ta l  in format ion technology ,  inc lud ing  persona l

management  and communicat ion .  We wi l l  th ink  about  how Technology promotes  modern teams .

•  Knowledge that  underp ins  ef fect ive  use of  sk i l l s ,  process  and at t i tudes  in  the sector  such as  how

di f ferent  user  interfaces  meet  user  needs ,  how organ isat ions  co l lect  and use data  to make dec i s ions ,

v i r tua l  workp laces ,  cyber  secur i ty  and lega l  and eth ica l  i s sues .

Th is  award complements  the learn ing  in  programmes such as  Computer  Sc ience by broadening

exper ience and sk i l l s  part ic ipat ion in  d i f ferent  type of  performance act iv i t ies  wi th  the opportun i ty  to

pract ica l l y  app ly  your knowledge and sk i l l s ,  through pro ject  work such as  deve lop ing  ideas  and performing

for  spec i f i c  aud iences .

WHY STUDY DIGITAL INFORMATION 
TECHNOLOGY?
From smartphones and Wi-F i ,  to  hashtags  and instant  messag ing :

over  the las t  20 years ,  technology has  dramat ica l l y  changed the

way in  which we l i ve  and communicate .  Does your interest  in

technology extend beyond the hardware?  Are you cur ious  about

how d ig i ta l  in format ion i s  spread?  Maybe you just  want  to know

more about  computers  and how,  when and why people  use them?

I f  so ,  DIT cou ld be the course for  you .

CONTACT
Mrs J Taylor

J.Taylor@ndacademy.co.uk

With any computer or technology-based course, you are obviously going to develop some pretty solid practical skills

when designing and creating user interfaces. Plus, DIT is great at helping you build project management and numeracy

skills, and it will also encourage you to think logically in order to solve problems. Best of all, these are all things that

potential employers love. Sounds good, right?
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PLEASE NOTE
Pearson ,  the award ing  body beh ind these sub jects  have made the dec i s ion to move to an assessment  ru le ,

whereby s tudents  have on ly  1  opportun i ty  to submit  an ass ignment .  At  the d i scret ion of  the Lead IV for

the sub ject  area ,  and the BTEC Qual i ty  Nominee for  the Academy,  s tudents  may be g iven one further

‘resubmiss ion ’  of  the ir  ass ignment  to improve the ir  grade i f  they have met  the or ig ina l  dead l ine ,  can

complete the tasks  independent ly  and can h i t  the next  ava i l ab le  grade .

Students  who fa i l  to  hand in  the ir  ass ignment  by  the in i t i a l  dead l ine ,  are at  r i sk  of  dropping  to a  lower

grade than the ir  target  or  of  fa i l ing  the ent i re  course ,  as  they are not  ent i t led to a  resubmiss ion ,  due to

miss ing  the f i r s t  dead l ine g iven ,  a  requ irement  for  a  resubmiss ion .

ASSESSED UNITS

Exploring User Interface design principles and
project planning tools

Internal - marked by Computing staff at NDA

Collecting, presenting and interpreting data Internal -marked by Computing staff at NDA

Effective digital working practices
February Year 11 (1st attempt) - May Year 11 (Re-sit)

External examination - marked by the exam
board

CAREERS

Marketing  –  companies  market  the ir  bus iness  us ing  apps  such as  Instagram.  People  are employed to

advert i se ,  in f luence and p lan posts  re la ted to these bus iness .  Th is  cou ld  a l so incorporate des ign ing  the

house s ty le  and logo the company uses .  The average sa lary  of  a  soc ia l  media  marketer  cou ld earn up to

£22,500 or  potent ia l l y  more for  a  l arger  company .

Web Developers –  someone who p lans  and creates  a  webs i te  us ing  a  programming language or  a  front

end s ty le  sof tware .  The average sa lary  of  a  Web deve loper cou ld mean they wi l l  earn up to £45 ,000 per

year .

Business owner  –  to run your own bus iness ,  you wi l l  need media  sk i l l s .  You wi l l  need to market  your

own bus iness ,  and create an ident i ty  which i s  recogn isab le  to promote your brand .  Th ink B ig  Ye l low M

for McDona lds .
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COURSE OUTLINE

Component 1:  Exploring the Performing Arts (Dance )  Dur ing  Component  1  learners  wi l l  deve lop

the ir  understand ing  of  the performing arts  by  examin ing  pract i t ioners ’  work and the processes  used to

create performance .  You wi l l  look at  e lements  such as  ro les ,  respons ib i l i t ies  and the app l icat ion of

re levant  sk i l l s  and techn iques .  You wi l l  broaden your knowledge through observ ing  ex i s t ing  reperto ire

and by learn ing  about  the approaches  of  pract i t ioners ,  and how they create and inf luence performance

mater ia l .

Component 2:  Developing Skil ls  and Techniques in Dance  Dur ing  Component  2  learners  wi l l

deve lop the ir  performing arts  sk i l l s  and techn iques  through the reproduct ion of  dance reperto ire .  In  th i s

component ,  you wi l l  deve lop performance sk i l l s  and techn iques .  You wi l l  have the opportun i ty  to

spec ia l i se  in  dance .  You wi l l  take part  in  workshops and c lasses  where you wi l l  deve lop techn ica l ,  pract ica l

and interpretat ive  sk i l l s  through the rehearsa l  and performance process .  You wi l l  work from ex is t ing

dance reperto ire ,  app ly ing  re levant  sk i l l s  and techn iques  to reproduce the work .

Component 3:  Performing to a Brief  Dur ing  Component  3  learners  wi l l  be g iven the opportun i ty  to

work as  part  of  a  group to create a  workshop performance in  response to a  g iven br ief  and s t imulus .  You

wi l l  choose one from a number of  poss ib le  progress ion opportun i t ies  as  the bas i s  for  your work .

Responding to the opportun i ty  wi l l  prov ide you wi th  a  c lear  focus  for  the un i t .

WHY STUDY DANCE?

Dance i s  a  pract ica l  led course where you wi l l  have the

chance exp lore ex i s t ing  reperto ire  in  a  range of  d i f ferent

sty les  and use these sk i l l s  dur ing  performances .  Th is

course i s  phys ica l l y  demanding and requ ires  a  lot  of

ded icat ion .  Th is  qua l i f i cat ion g ives  learners  the

opportun i ty  to deve lop sector-spec i f i c  knowledge and

sk i l l s  in  a  pract ica l  learn ing  env ironment .
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PLEASE NOTE
Pearson ,  the award ing  body beh ind these sub jects  have made the dec i s ion to move to an assessment  ru le ,

whereby s tudents  have on ly  1  opportun i ty  to submit  an ass ignment .  At  the d i scret ion of  the Lead IV for

the sub ject  area ,  and the BTEC Qual i ty  Nominee for  the Academy,  s tudents  may be g iven one further

‘resubmiss ion ’  of  the ir  ass ignment  to improve the ir  grade i f  they have met  the or ig ina l  dead l ine ,  can

complete the tasks  independent ly  and can h i t  the next  ava i l ab le  grade .

Students  who fa i l  to  hand in  the ir  ass ignment  by  the in i t i a l  dead l ine ,  are at  r i sk  of  dropping  to a  lower

grade than the ir  target  or  of  fa i l ing  the ent i re  course ,  as  they are not  ent i t led to a  resubmiss ion ,  due to

miss ing  the f i r s t  dead l ine g iven ,  a  requ irement  for  a  resubmiss ion .
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WHY STUDY DRAMA?

Drama i s  an unusua l  and interest ing  sub ject  that  a l lows

students  to be art i s t i c  and creat ive  whi l s t  ga in ing  a  better

understand ing  of  themse lves  and the ir  wor ld .  Drama

fosters  se l f -d i sc ip l ine ,  conf idence ,  and team work and

deve lops  sk i l l s  in  interpret ing ,  research ing ,  negot ia t ing ,

problem so lv ing  and dec i s ion mak ing .  These are a l l  v i ta l

sk i l l s  to  have for  further  s tudy or  work af ter  leav ing

school .

Drama is a practical and a theoretical subject which encourages creativity through a focus on performance work and

reflection through a focus on written work. Students will learn how to work as an actor in a twenty-first century

theatre through studying theatre texts, performing plays and devising material for performance.



Component 1:  Exploring the Performing Arts  Dur ing  Component  1  learners  wi l l  deve lop the ir

understand ing  of  the performing arts  by  examin ing  pract i t ioners ’  work and the processes  used to create

performance .  You wi l l  look at  e lements  such as  ro les ,  respons ib i l i t ies  and the app l icat ion of  re levant  sk i l l s

and techn iques .  You wi l l  broaden your knowledge through observ ing  ex i s t ing  reperto ire  and by learn ing

about  the approaches  of  pract i t ioners ,  and how they create and inf luence performance mater ia l .

Component 2:  Developing Skil ls  and Techniques in the Performing Arts During  Component  2

learners  wi l l  deve lop the ir  performing arts  sk i l l s  and techn iques  through the reproduct ion of  a  p iece of

profess iona l  reperto ire .  In  th i s  component ,  you wi l l  deve lop performance sk i l l s  and techn iques  and

rev iew your own progress  and cons ider  how to make improvements .  You wi l l  take part  in  workshops and

c lasses  where you wi l l  deve lop techn ica l ,  pract ica l  and interpretat ive  sk i l l s  through the rehearsa l  and

performance process .  You wi l l  work from ex is t ing  profess iona l  reperto ire ,  app ly ing  re levant  sk i l l s  and

techn iques  to reproduce the work .

Component 3:  Performing to a Brief  Dur ing  Component  3  learners  wi l l  be g iven the opportun i ty  to

work as  part  of  a  group to create a  workshop performance in  response to a  g iven br ief  and s t imulus .  You

wi l l  be g iven a  br ief  that  out l ines  the performance requ irements  and asks  you to cons ider  your target

aud ience and to s tart  the creat ive  process  by  us ing  the s t imulus  inc luded in  the br ief .  Work ing  as  part  of

a  group ,  you wi l l  deve lop your ideas  for  a  workshop performance and app ly  your sk i l l s  and techn iques  to

communicate  your creat ive  intent ions  to your aud ience .
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COURSE OUTLINE

PLEASE NOTE
Pearson ,  the award ing  body beh ind these sub jects  have made the dec i s ion to move to an assessment  ru le ,

whereby s tudents  have on ly  1  opportun i ty  to submit  an ass ignment .  At  the d i scret ion of  the Lead IV for

the sub ject  area ,  and the BTEC Qual i ty  Nominee for  the Academy,  s tudents  may be g iven one further

‘resubmiss ion ’  of  the ir  ass ignment  to improve the ir  grade i f  they have met  the or ig ina l  dead l ine ,  can

complete the tasks  independent ly  and can h i t  the next  ava i l ab le  grade .

Students  who fa i l  to  hand in  the ir  ass ignment  by  the in i t i a l  dead l ine ,  are at  r i sk  of  dropping  to a  lower

grade than the ir  target  or  of  fa i l ing  the ent i re  course ,  as  they are not  ent i t led to a  resubmiss ion ,  due to

miss ing  the f i r s t  dead l ine g iven ,  a  requ irement  for  a  resubmiss ion .
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COURSE OUTLINE

Throughout  th i s  qua l i f i cat ion ,  your learners  wi l l  ga in  va luab le  knowledge of :

eng ineer ing  d i sc ip l ines

the sc ience and mathemat ics  that  i s  app l ied in  eng ineer ing .

how to read eng ineer ing  drawings .

 propert ies  and character i s t i cs  of  eng ineer ing  mater ia l s  and know why spec i f i c  mater ia l s  are se lected for

eng ineer ing  app l icat ions .

 eng ineer ing  too ls ,  equ ipment  and mach ines .

product ion p lann ing  techn iques .

process ing  sk i l l s  and techn iques  app l ied to mater ia l s  for  a  manufactur ing  task  equ ipment .

WHY STUDY ENGINEERING?
This  qua l i f i cat ion i s  des igned for  learners  who want  an

introduct ion to eng ineer ing  that  inc ludes  a  vocat iona l  and

pro ject-based e lement .  The qua l i f i cat ion wi l l  appea l  to

learners  who wish to pursue a  career  in  the eng ineer ing

sector  or  progress  onto further  s tudy .



ASSESSMENT

% of Final Grade Type of Assessment Title of unit and additional information

40%
Unit 1: Manufacturing
Engineering Products

An assignment brief will be provided by
WJEC that will include a scenario and

several tasks available via the WJEC
Secure Website.

20%
Unit 2: Designing Engineering

Products

An assignment brief will be provided by
WJEC that will include a scenario and

several tasks available via the WJEC
Secure Website

40%
Unit 3: Solving Engineering

Problems

Unit 03, 1 hour 30min paper including
multiple choice, short answer and

extended response questions.
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WHAT SKILLS WILL I DEVELOP?
Learners  wi l l  deve lop sk i l l s  and knowledge :

 in  adapt ing  the ir  own ideas  and responding to feedback

in  eva luat ing  the ir  own work ana lys ing  data  and mak ing  dec i s ions  that  are essent ia l  for  the

eng ineer ing  sector ,  such as  understand ing  how to read drawings ;  responding to data ;  independent

work ing ;  work ing  to dead l ines ;  e f f i c ient  use of  resources

pract ica l  app l i cat ion of  too ls  and mach inery ,  whi l s t  adher ing  to hea l th  and safety  leg i s la t ion and

gu idance

an apprec iat ion of  mater ia l s  technology and app l icat ions .
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COURSE OUTLINE

VOCATIONAL SPORT & PE
WHY STUDY SPORT & UCATION

The course wi l l  appea l  to  you i f  you :

Have a  keen interest  in  PE and Sport ?

Have good PE assessment  marks

Are wi l l ing  to contr ibute to sport  ins ide and outs ide of

school  t ime

Are interested in  deve lop ing  and understand ing  of  PE and

sport  a f fects  your l i fe

Want  to s tudy a  course that  i s  very  cha l leng ing  but  act ive

and en joyab le  

Want  to move on to a  re la ted career  or  further  educat ion

in  Sport

CONTACT
Mr R Thomas

R.Thomas@ndacademy.co.uk

The course compr ises  of  a  number of  Components  and these inc lude : -

Component 1:  Preparing Participants to Take Part in Sport and Physical  Activity

A Explore types  and prov i s ion of  sport  and phys ica l  act iv i ty  for  d i f ferent  types  of  part ic ipant

B Examine equ ipment  and technology requ ired for  part ic ipants  to use when tak ing  part  in  sport  and

phys ica l  act iv i ty

C Be ab le  to prepare part ic ipants  to take part  in  sport  and phys ica l  act iv i ty

Component 2:  Taking Part and Improving Other Participants Sporting Performance

A Understand how d i f ferent  components  of  f i tness  are used in  d i f ferent  phys ica l  act iv i t ies

B Be ab le  to part ic ipate  in  sport  and understand the ro les  and respons ib i l i t ies  of  of f i c ia l s

C Demonstrate  ways  to improve part ic ipants  sport ing  techn iques .

Component 3:  Developing Fitness to Improve Other Participants Performance in Sport

and Physical  Activity

AO1 Demonstrate  knowledge of  facts ,  components  of  f i tness ,  f i tness  tests ,  t ra in ing

methods/processes/pr inc ip les  in  re la t ion to improv ing  f i tness  in  sport  and exerc i se

AO2 Demonstrate  an understand ing  of  facts ,  components  of  f i tness ,  f i tness  tests ,  t ra in ing

methods/processes/pr inc ip les  in  re la t ion to improv ing  f i tness  in  sport  and exerc i se

AO3 Apply  an understand ing  of  facts ,  components  of  f i tness ,  f i tness  tests ,  t ra in ing

methods/processes/pr inc ip les  in  re la t ion to improv ing  f i tness  in  sport  and exerc i se

AO4 Make connect ions  wi th  concepts ,  facts ,  components  of  f i tness ,  f i tness  tests ,  t ra in ing

methods/processes/pr inc ip les  in  re la t ion to improv ing  f i tness  in  sport  and exerc i se
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ASSESSMENT 
Assessment  wi l l  be through a  combinat ion of  

-  Examined Content  

 A formal  examinat ion that  i s  externa l l y  assessed

 -  Coursework

 Pro jects  & Ass ignments  that  cover  the content  of  the course and exp lore the mater ia l  in  deta i l .

Th i s  wi l l  be assessed both interna l l y  and externa l l y  ( through moderat ion)  

-  Practical  Observation

 Assessment  of  a  coach ing  sess ion de l ivered to pupi l s  a t  Key Stage 3
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COURSE OUTLINE

VOCATIONAL TRAVEL AND TOURISM

During  Key Stage 4 s tudents  wi l l  s tudy the fo l lowing :

Component 1:  Travel and Tourism Organisations and Destinations

This  un i t  wi l l  a l low you to learn and understand how the trave l  industry  works ,  i t s  importance to the

UK,  the key organ isat ions  and the ro le  of  technology in  trave l  and tour i sm.

Component 2:  Customer Needs in Travel and Tourism

This  un i t  invest igates  how trave l  and tour i sm organ isat ions  use research to ident i fy  customer needs

and exp lore the range of  products  of fered .  You wi l l  a l so  p lan a  ho l iday  customer needs  and

preferences .

Component 3:  Inf luences on Global Travel and Tourism

This  un i t  covers  susta inab i l i ty  and dest inat ion management  as  wel l  as  the impact  of  g loba l  tour i sm on

loca l  communit ies ,  the economy and the env ironment .  You wi l l  a l so  look at  how to deve lop tour i sm.

WHY STUDY TRAVEL AND TOURISM?

Trave l  and Tour i sm i s  the idea l  course for  any s tudent  that

i s  interested in  work ing  wi th in  the trave l  industry .  I f  you

have any interest  in  becoming cab in  crew,  a  trave l

representat ive ,  a  trave l  agent ,  a  p i lot ,  work ing  in  a  hote l  or

a irport  th i s  course would expand your knowledge and

deve lop the sk i l l s  you requ ire .  One in  ten people  work in

the trave l  and tour i sm industry ,  wi l l  you?

CONTACT
Mrs R Graham

r.graham@ndacademy.co.uk
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ASSESSMENT

60% of  the course i s  assessed through coursework

40% of  the course i s  exam assessed

Component One & Two:  In terna l l y  assessed coursework tasks /pro jects  -  Interna l  assessment  i s

through ass ignments  that  are sub ject  to externa l  s tandards  ver i f i cat ion .  For  set t ing  ass ignments ,  we

prov ide author i sed ass ignment  br iefs  and gu idance in  each component .  Pearson ,  the award ing  body

behind these sub jects  have made the dec i s ion to move to an assessment  ru le ,  whereby s tudents  have

only  one opportun i ty  to submit  an ass ignment .  At  the d i scret ion of  the Lead IV for  the sub ject  area ,

and the BTEC Qual i ty  Nominee for  the Academy,  s tudents  may be g iven one further  ‘ resubmiss ion ’  of

the ir  ass ignment  to improve the ir  grade i f  they have met  the or ig ina l  dead l ine ,  can complete the tasks

independent ly  and can h i t  the next  ava i l ab le  grade .

Students  who fa i l  to  hand in  the ir  ass ignment  by  the in i t i a l  dead l ine ,  are at  r i sk  of  dropping  to a  lower

grade than the ir  target  or  of  fa i l ing  the ent i re  course ,  as  they are not  ent i t led to a  resubmiss ion ,  due

to miss ing  the f i r s t  dead l ine g iven ,  a  requ irement  for  a  resubmiss ion .

Component Three :  Externa l  assessment  through a  wr i t ten exam paper -  The externa l  assessment

takes  the form of  a  set  paper taken under superv i sed condi t ions  that  i s  then marked and a  grade

awarded by Pearson .  Learners  are permit ted to re-s i t  the externa l  assessment  once dur ing  the ir

programme by tak ing  a  new assessment .  The externa l  assessment  contr ibutes  40 per  cent  of  the tota l

qua l i f i cat ion Guided Learn ing  hours .
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COURSE OUTLINE

GCSE FOOD PREPARATION AND NUTRITION

Topics  covered wi th in  th i s  course are : -

1 .  Food Nutr i t ion and Hea l th

2 .  Food Sc ience

3 .  Food Safety

4 .  Food Choice

5 .  Food Provenance

WHY STUDY THIS COURSE?
This  new GCSE Food Preparat ion and Nutr i t ion i s  an

exc i t ing  and creat ive  course ,  which focuses  on pract ica l

cook ing  sk i l l s  to  ensure s tudents  deve lop a  thorough

understand ing  of  nutr i t ion ,  food provenance and the

work ing  character i s t i cs  of  food mater ia l s .  At  i t s  heart ,

th i s  qua l i f i cat ion focuses  on nurtur ing  s tudents '  pract ica l

cookery  sk i l l s  to  g ive  them a s trong understand ing  of

nutr i t ion .

CONTACT
Mr M Turnbull

M.Turnbull@ndacademy.co.uk

ASSESSMENT

Unit
% of Final

Grade
Type of Assessment

Title of unit and additional
information

NEA1 15% NEA - Internal
NEA 1 : Food investigation

task

NEA2 35% NEA - Internal
NEA 2 : Food Preparation

task

Written
Paper

50% Exam Paper - External 1hr 45 mins written exam

WHAT SKILLS WILL I DEVELOP?

There are twelve pract ica l  sk i l l  groups  that  are integrated into the course .  Students  must  know

how and when these food preparat ion sk i l l s  can be app l ied and combined to ach ieve spec i f i c

outcomes .  A longs ide these pract ica l  sk i l l s ,  s tudents  wi l l  learn how food can be prepared and

cooked sk i l fu l l y  and safe ly  to produce de l i c ious  and nutr i t ious  mea ls  for  d i f ferent  people  and

s i tuat ions .  They wi l l  a l so  deve lop v i ta l  wr i t ten sk i l l s  such as  eva luat ion ,  rev i s ion and exam

techn ique to ensure success fu l  outcomes in  the ir  assessed work wi th in  year  11 .



COURSE OUTLINE

Year Focus What will this look like?

10

Exam Theory
Knowledge &

Understanding / 12
GCSE Practical

Skills

A variety of lesson activities which will cover both the theory
needed to be successful in the exam alongside embedding this

knowledge within its application into food preparation and
cooking during practical lessons. A range of lessons covering both

important theory about the practical skills as well as practical
lessons where each skill can be learned developed and

embedded.

11

NEA 1 

NEA 2

Revision

September – November: Food Science Investigation – students
will produce a portfolio report linked to a chosen questions set by
the exam board. This include practical investigations and written

knowledge and understanding of the relevant topic.

November – April: Food Menu Planning and Preparation Task:
students will produce an electronic portfolio of evidence linked to

a chosen question set by the exam board. This will include a
variety of practicals where students test their cooking skills and
then plan, prepare and cook a final three dishes within a 3-hour
block as well as knowledge and understanding being recorded

within their portfolio of evidence.

A wide variety of revision activities will be available and a bespoke
revision timetable will be followed dependant on the needs of

each class. All theory topics covered during year 10 will be
recapped and exam technique embedded further in the run up

to the final external exam. Students also a receive a ‘revision
goody bag’ to set them up for being as successful as possible

during this time!
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