
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Complete each challenge to win a prize – 

the more challenges you complete, the 

more prizes you win! 

 

Lots more challenges are online, so 

remember to check the school website 

https://www.northdurhamacademy.co.uk/ Fill 

in this booklet and bring it into school in 

September. 

 

Have fun, and have a great summer! 

 

 

 

 

Summer 

Challenge! 

Name: 

https://www.northdurhamacademy.co.uk/


Read your FREE Summer book! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summer 1940. As the cuckoo sings out across the Lake District, life is 
about to change for ever for local boy Tommy and his friend Sally, the 
mysterious evacuee girl who lives on the neighbouring farm. 

When they find a wounded Nazi airman in the woods, Sally persuades 
Tommy not to report it but to keep the German hidden. 

This starts a chain of events that leads to the uncovering of secrets 
about Sally's past and a summer of adventure that neither child will ever 
forget. 

 

When you join us in September you will be able to meet the author, 

Jonathan Tulloch, and listen to him talk about the book and why he wrote 

it. While you read the book why not jot down some questions to ask 

Jonathan when you meet him? You will also be able to get your book 

signed! 

We will be taking quizzes and completing work based on this book in 

September, so make sure you read it before you come into school. It is 

your summer homework! This is the only part of the Summer Challenge 

that you HAVE to do, the rest is just for fun (and prizes!) 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

South Shields children ready to be evacuated to the country during World War II, July 7, 

1941. 

‘SOLE’ SEARCHING 

  
What is Empathy? 

· Empathy is the ability to understand and share the feelings of others. It is like 

putting yourself in their shoes. 

· Empathy is an important skill that we can develop throughout our whole lives. 

· Reading is a great way to practice empathy. In books, we can read stories 

about characters who have very different, or sometimes very similar,  

experiences to our own.  

  

What is Evacuation?  

Evacuation is the process of moving people away from an area where they are 

in danger to a safer area.  

Evacuation in World War Two 

During World War Two, around 3.5 million children became evacuees. They 

were temporarily sent away from their homes in towns and cities, which were at 

risk of being bombed or attacked.  

These children were sent to live in the countryside. Many of them had never 

been to the countryside before and most did not know when they would be 

going back home. It was a very frightening time. Many of them had never been 

away from their homes and parents before. 



In Chapter 1, we meet Sally, a child who has been evacuated from 

Tyneside to the countryside - a place where she doesn’t know anyone.  

Option One: How would you feel in Sally’s shoes?  

On a piece of paper, use a pencil and draw around one of your feet  

Inside the outline of your foot, write down as many words and/or phrases 

to describe how Sally might have felt when she left home. 

Outside the outline of your foot, write down any  

advice that you would give to Sally about going to a new place and 

meeting new people. 

 

Option Two:  

Imagine, like Sally, you have to be evacuated away from your home. You 

have to pack quickly.  

You've already packed some clothes but only have space for another 5 

personal items in your bag. What would you take with you? Why?  

Write or type your list. Add some pictures if you can - you could draw 

your items, take a picture, or find a similar image online. 

 

 

 

 

 



Random Acts of Kindness BINGO 

Here are some very simple things you can do to brighten 

someone else’s day. How many can you do this week? Every 

time you complete a task, colour the square in! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pick up some  

rubbish without 

being asked 

Help someone solve 

a problem 

Do a household 

chore you don’t 

usually do 

Send someone a 

message of hope 

Tidy your  

bedroom without 

being asked 

Send someone a 

handwritten letter 

Hold the door open 

for someone 

Read to a sibling or 

family member 

Call a loved one 

who you haven’t 

spoken to in a while 

Give an  

unexpected  

compliment 

Smile at someone 

who looks sad 

Make a card or 

drawing for  

someone 



Nature Rocks! 
Make a Nature Rock 

 

 

1. Find a rock. 

2. Write or paint on your rock. You could:  

· Create a pattern     · Draw a picture 

· Write a positive message     · Write a joke 

  

3. Leave the rock to dry, so it doesn’t smudge. 

4. Take a photo of your rock to share. 

5. Hide your rock somewhere in your house or the community for someone to find. 

 Make A Nature Face 

1. Gather your natural materials. Choose all kinds of different items, such as leaves, 

flowers, moss, grass, sticks or rocks.   

Make sure to only collect loose items that have fallen. Don't pick items from 

living trees or plants that are still growing! 

2. Create your face! You could either: 

· Create a circle on the ground. 

· Use a paper plate 

· Use a piece of paper 

3.  Take a picture of your face to share! 

  

 



Research Riot! 

 
1. Choose something you would find in nature (this could be an animal, insect, 

plant or rock) 

2. Find 10 facts about your topic. 

3. Display your findings by making... 

· A list 

· A poster 

· A slideshow presentation 

You can do this digitally (on a PC/Tablet/Phone) 

or physically on paper.   

 Where should I look for my facts? 

There are many places you can find out facts, including: 

· The internet, using search engines such as Google. 

· Non-Fiction (factual) books 

Don’t have access to these at home? Use your local library!  

Online Research Tips 

· Think about what are you looking for and come up with some key words. 

· Be clear about what you want to find and keep your search focussed . 

· Don’t stick to one source/website for all of your research (use a variety). 

 A fact about Cuckoos… 

Cuckoos lay their eggs in the nest of another species of bird, and then leave their 

offspring to be hatched and fed by the ‘foster parents’. This cunning tactic allows for 

more young cuckoos to be raised than would otherwise be  

possible.  

A female cuckoo will generally lay her eggs in a nest belonging to the same species 

of bird that raised her. 

  

 

 



Tell us all about it! 

Write A Book Review about Cuckoo Song. 

Try to include... 

· A very short summary of the book (no spoilers!) 

· What did you like or dislike about the book? Be kind - authors have 

feelings too! 

· It can be useful to compare it to other books/authors you have read (for 

example, ‘if you like <book/author> you’ll love this!’) 

· Would you recommend this book? To whom? Your age? Younger? 

Older? 

· How many stars out of 5 would you give this book?  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



WORD SEARCH 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Wheel of Books! 

Use the Wheel of Books to decide what to read next – 

read 6 books from the wheel (or the list below) and fill in 

your reading record! 

• Read a funny book 

• Read a graphic novel 

• Read a non-fiction book 

• Read a book set in another country 

• Read a book featuring a relationship 

• Read a book that has been made into a film or 

cartoon 

• Read a book with a Blue cover 

• Read a sad book 

• Read a book that is considered a classic 

• Read a book with an animal on the cover 

• Read a book that a friend has recommended 

• Read a book with an LGBTQ+ character 

• Read a dystopian book 

• Read a book by an author of a different ethnicity to 

you 

 

You can find a link to the Wheel of Books in the online 

version of this booklet – go to the school website to 

download a copy 

https://www.northdurhamacademy.co.uk/  

 

 

 

https://wheelofnames.com/view/kmr-a7t/
https://www.northdurhamacademy.co.uk/


Tell us about each book – Author, title, what was it about, did you like it? Why/why 

not? 
Book 1 
Author: 
Title: 
Review: 
 

Book 2 
Author: 
Title: 
Review: 

Book 3 
Author: 
Title: 
Review: 

Book 4 
Author: 
Title: 
Review: 

Book 5 
Author: 
Title: 
Review: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Book 6 
Author: 
Title: 
Review: 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Did you know that it is free to join the library? 

Did you also know that our local library is online? 

Your mission, should you choose to 

accept it…… 

 

Is to join the library, if you aren’t already a 

member, and: 

 

• Get a library card! Bring your card into school 

to win a prize! If you are already a member of 

the library bring your library card into school in 

September for a prize. 

 

 



• Join the Summer Reading Challenge:  

 

This fantastic activity is FREE at your local library! 

Get a free poster and earn stickers to add to it 

every time you read a book. You can also take part 

online at www.summerreadingchallenge.org.uk 

If you complete the challenge bring your certificate 

into school in September to win a prize! 

• Borrow an eBook: as a member of the library 

you can now borrow lots of things online – all 

FREE! Borrow an e-book and take a 

screenshot to show us which book you 

borrowed! Bonus prize for a book review! 

 

 

 

http://www.summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/
http://www.summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/


Design a book cover! 

Design a new cover for the book you are reading 

right now – make sure we can see what the book is 

called and who it is by! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Online challenges 

 

The following links will take you to content and quizzes that are 

only available online.  

 

Dewey Quiz 

Did you get them all? Find the quiz here 

https://wke.lt/w/s/fVtlFU  

 

Recommended Reads 

Stuck for something to read? Take a look at our list of 

recommended reads! https://wakelet.com/@NDAlibrary  

 

Remember to try the free library online service to borrow books! 

https://libraryonline.durham.gov.uk/  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=VHM9HdxVekq9wYI3D9haxXtqHKam0RpLl01LslqScthUQVZMWDROQ0hLVlo0TEhUVkY4RVI1REoxMi4u
https://wke.lt/w/s/fVtlFU
https://wke.lt/w/s/qdYbZX
https://wakelet.com/@NDAlibrary
https://libraryonline.durham.gov.uk/pgLogin.aspx?&CheckJavascript=1
https://libraryonline.durham.gov.uk/


If you enjoyed Cuckoo Summer, try: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1941. 

War is raging. And one angry boy has been sent to the city, where 

bombers rule the skies. 

There, Joseph will live with Mrs F, a gruff woman with no fondness for 

children. 

Her only loves are the rundown zoo she owns and its mighty 

silverback gorilla, Adonis. 

As the weeks pass, bonds deepen and secrets are revealed, but if 

the bombers set Adonis rampaging free, will either of them be able to 

end the life of the one thing they truly love? Inspired by a true story. 

Clarry and her older brother Peter live for their summers in 

Cornwall, staying with their grandparents and running free with 

their charismatic cousin, Rupert. But normal life resumes each 

September - boarding school for Peter and Rupert, and a 

boring life for Clarry at home with her absent father, as the 

shadow of a terrible war looms ever closer. When Rupert goes 

off to fight at the front, Clarry feels their skylark summers are 

finally slipping away from them. 

 

Can their family survive this fearful war? 

Malaya, 1942. 

Nisha's home is destroyed by war and she and her mother, 

Amma, flee to her father's ancestral house in England, perched 

on a cliff top on the cold Northern coast. When Amma falls 

gravely ill, Nisha is left to face her formidable grandmother alone. 

Grandmother's rules are countless, and her Anglo-Indian 

granddaughter is even forbidden from climbing the old weeping 

tree. But when a ghost child beckons Nisha to sit under its 

boughs, and promises her Amma's life in return for three truths, 

its pull proves irresistible ... 

Jack can't wait for the school trip to the D-Day landing beaches. 

It's his chance to learn more about the war heroes he has always 

admired - brave men like his dad, who is a reserve soldier. 

But when his dad is called up to action and things at home spiral out of 

control, everything Jack believes about war is thrown into question. 

Finding comfort only in the presence of his loyal dog, Finn, Jack is 

drawn to the heart-wrenching true story of one particular D-Day 

paratrooper. 

On 6 June 1944, Emile Corteil parachuted into France with his dog, 

Glen - and Jack is determined to discover their fate ... 

 


